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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

Initial Participating Universities: The Florida International University Board of Trustees, 
Trustees of Boston University, Sam Houston State University, and Texas A&M AgriLife Research. 

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is effective this August 1st, 2023 between the 
participating universities listed above, who intend to join together in a cooperative effort to support 
the Center for Advanced Research in Forensic Science (hereinafter referred to as “CENTER, or 
CARFS”). All of the universities mentioned above shall be hereinafter referred to collectively as 
“INSTITUTIONS, or SITES”. 

WHEREAS, the activities of the CENTER are funded by 1) the National Science Foundation and 
(hereinafter referred to, respectively, as “NSF”) 2) Industrial Members (hereinafter referred to as 
“MEMBERS”) and 3) other funds that may be received from time to time.  

WHEREAS, INSTITUTIONS desire to formalize certain agreements between them with respect to 
the subject matter contained herein; 

NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants herein 
contained and intending to be legally bound, INSTITUTIONS hereto agree as follows: 

1. Center Governance

a. The CENTER will be guided by a common set of By-laws (a copy of which is included as
Attachment A). The By-laws incorporate a mechanism for their modification.

b. The CENTER will share a common Industrial Advisory Board (IAB), which recommends
policy and project funding for the CENTER.

c. The CENTER Director provides overall administrative management of the CENTER.

d. Each SITE shall have a SITE Director that provides overall administrative management of
the SITE.

e. The Academic Leadership Team is composed of the CENTER Director, SITE Directors and
a representative from each Institution that is affiliated with any SITE within the CENTER.

f. MEMBERS join the CENTER by executing the CARFS IUCRC Membership Agreement
with a SITE.

2. Center Funding

Projects will be proposed to the IAB by SITE Directors at semiannual IAB meetings, and project 
funding allocations will be determined based on IAB project selection recommendations and 
Academic Leadership Team input as detailed in the CENTER By-laws. Florida International 
University will be responsible for collecting and administering membership dues from MEMBERS 
who are joining the CENTER through that SITE. Certification of MEMBER names and total fees 
paid by MEMBERS shall be reported to NSF by each SITE, for the MEMBERS joining through 
that SITE. 




























